
Artistic Productions: 

The year 2020 was an exceptional year in all aspects of life, we never imagined that we 
won’t be able to meet our audiences, never expected to miss the interaction of children in 
our performances, or even missing audience's applause at the end of our shows.  
However, despite all these challenges that prevented Al-Harah Theater from implementing 
its performances, new productions, international festivals, drama training, projects and 
various events, Al-Harah team insisted on moving forward in finding new ways to          
continue our creativity and stay connected to our audiences by new means, even though 
we believe that nothing can be a substitute of meeting them in person.  
Here is a summary of our programs and activities in this newsletter of 2020. 

”Balcony 97” - Directed by Shayma’ 
Awawdeh  and Coproduced with Power 
Group  
Eight  episodes  of a web-series that simulates 
the reality of  Palestinian’s life after the spread 
of Corona virus, especially after the state of 
emergency was declared, that led us to many 
questions and conversations that were         
embodied by the two artists Mirna Sakhleh 
and Nicola Zreineh, relying on the "One Site" 
style    reflecting home quarantine.  
The crew was able to film these episodes     
during the month of June, under conditions of 
total closure, and the episodes were          
broadcasted on weekly basis on social media 
platforms of Al-Harah Theater and Power 
Group, in addition to 11 local and satellite  
media partners and 5 other partners.  
 

Watch “Balcony 97” 

“Standing in Queue”, “Long Live”, and “Sky” Short Films 

Al-Harah Theater produced three short films as part of "The 16 Days of Solidarity Against 
Gender-Based Violence". Those short films based on the text of "To Live" Theatrical      
Forum directed by Mirna Sakhleh. The play was based on real stories that have occurred 
and continue to happen in the different societies, under what is called “Honor Killing”. 
These short films; ”Standing in Queue” by Bilal Al-Khatib, “Long Live” & “Sama” by 
Tamara Abu Laban, We give voices to the abused, oppressed and vulnerable women 
within the patriarchal system in which we live in. We give voices to girls and women who 
are victims of various forms of violence, domestic abuse, sexual harassment and rape, 
and in many cases are killed as a result. We also want to raise awareness and advocate 
towards changes in the law and regulations that defend the offender and criminalize the 
victim in the name of honor. 

”Standing in Queue” 
By Bilal Al-Khatib “Long Live” 

By Tamara Abu Laban 

”Sky” 
By Tamara Abu Laban 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84C0ZbqawIc&list=PL13Mxm4qbauVWL0B3vMAQ_fmP7ugxK_f0


“Antena” Program - Directed by Shayma’ Awawdeh 
During December, Al-Harah  Theater launched the first 
season of the program “Antena” as part of "The 16 
Days of Solidarity Against Gender-Based Violence". 
This program raised several questions about the  
changes occurring on the Arabic songs in previous 
years, and the influence of production companies on 
commercializing women and increasing their             
inferiority. 
The program is prepared and based on a research done 
by Mirna Sakhleh, presented by Mirna Sakhleh and 
Sliman Mukarker and was broadcasted on the social 
media platforms of Al-Harah Theater and Power 
Group. 

“Through the Window …” Film - Directed by Ahmad Hamad and Mirna Sakhleh 
Coproduction with Al-Balad Theater, The Arab Educational Forum, and Arab Theater Training Center 

“Through the Window …” is based on the book “Our Story, is a story, - Part Three,” which was 
published by the Arab Educational Forum and the Arab Information Center for Popular Arts/ 
Al-Jana. The book documents the testimonies of a group of Syrian artists during the Syrian 
revolution who ended up to be refugees in different diaspora countries.  
"Through the Window ..." is a film that tells us these stories in a cinematic language that    
integrates the elements of fictional narration, documentary testimonies and drama, where 
we see the details of the lives of two main characters; acted by Bayan Shbeib and Nicola   
Zreineh. This film summarizes the Syrian experience with all its contradictions, stages and         
challenges. The Film was screened during Hakaya Festival 2020. 

Watch “Antena” 

Visit Bethlehem Cultural Festival Website   

Different Initiatives and Events: - 
Bethlehem Cultural Festival  
(A virtual festival that offers a window on Bethlehem’s rich and diverse cultural scene)  
Al-Harah Theater organized Bethlehem Cultural Festvial in cooperation with Al-Rowwad 
Society for Culture and Arts and Friends of Al-Rowwad Society and Amwaj Coir between 3-7 
December 2020. It aimed at sharing the richness of the cultural and artistic scene of the   
Palestinian city of Bethlehem. “Bethlehem” celebrated Christmas in exceptional                   
circumstances due to COVID-19, therefore this festival was created to promote Bethlehem 
to the whole world by organizing different virtual events. 
Nearly 50,000 audiences attended the festival events during its five days. The events were:  

• 11 music, theater, and dance events 
• 11 film and video screening events 
• 16 panels discussed the arts and cultural scene of 
  performing arts, visual arts, tourism sector,  
  Palestinian heritage, and film production 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLpcWslSiDU&list=PL13Mxm4qbauXBXisy8dVZH72X3ikWukqa
https://www.bethlehemculturalfestival.com/


“Online Play” Initiative 
Al-Harah Theater launched the "Online Play" initiative in response to the quarantine         
declared by the Palestinian Authority as part of the emergency state announced to stop the 
spread of COVID-19. This initiative was a response to the need help the community to cope 
with the quarantine and stay at home. It was also an important step to stay relevant to our 
community through sharing our previous productions online first for children and their 
mental health, and then for adults too. We were able to screen fifteen plays produced by      
Al-Harah Theater since 2005 on different social media platforms.  The plays were: 
"Nanjiala", "Longing to the Sea", "The Red Apple", "The Changeling", “Do you still Love me?”, 
“Jihan’s Smile”, “Hetalieh”, and “Wit”   plays targeting children, while “The Metamorphosis”, 
“I Have a Dream”, “Confinement”, “Shakespeare Sisters”, “Bye Bye Gillo”, “Hazbara” and 
“Meramieh” plays for youth and adults. The rate of views of these plays ranged between 700 
to 1,500 views of each play on Al-Harah page on Facebook and YouTube channel. These 
plays were directed by a group of talented Palestinian and International artists, from          
Palestine Raeda Ghazaleh, Bashar Morkus, Mirna Sakhleh, and Nicola Zreineh, and the    
Internationals from Lebanon Karim Dakroub, from Italy Pietro Floridia and Alberto Girelli, 
from Sweden Britt Louise Tillbom and Jan Tiselius, and from Poland Daniel Arbaszski. 

Virtual tour of “Meramieh” Play for the real Palestine  
Al-Harah Theater organized a virtual tour of the play “Meramieh” to commemorate the 1948 
Palestinian Nakba. The play which commemorated the 72 years of Nakba, was screened on 
22 different partners’ social media platforms in different countries, on Friday 15/5/2020; In 
Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Tunisia and Cyprus. 
“Meramieh” play, directed by Mirna Sakhleh, was based on six testimonies of six Palestinian 
refugees and published in the book “Living Memories ” issued by Al-Rowat for Studies & 
Research. Within this virtual tour, we reached 25,000 viewers in five days only. 

2020 NEWSLETTER 



 @Al-Harah Theater Al_Harah Theaterمسرح الحارة 

All Rights Reserved 
Al-Harah Theater 2021 © 

173, Virgin Mary Street, Beit Jala, Palestine  
Telefax: +970-2-2767758 | Mobile: +970-592767758 

www.alharah.org | info@alharah.org 

alharahtheaterpal AlHarahTheater  

”Yalla Yalla” Feast Truck  
Al-Harah Theater organized a three days tour of “Yalla Yalla” Feast Truck celebrating    
Al-Adha Feast in Bethlehem area. The truck toured different areas to spread joy and 
happiness among children and their families. 50,000 people on their balconies,        
windows and in front of their homes enjoyed the “Yalla Yalla” Feast Truck.  

”Yalla Yalla” Christmas Festival 

Al-Harah Theater celebrated Christmas by        
organizing a virtual festival for five Christmas 

plays produced by Al-Harah in past years. “Lause 

Hilo Lause Mor”, “The Magic Bell”, “Christmas 
Song”, “Christmas and Family”, and “Bondok at 

the Hotel”  were screened over four weeks during 
December 2020. 

Different Workshops and Trainings:-  
Al-Harah Theater organized the following trainings and workshops:  

Workshop in Directing Site Specific 

Performances, 10 young directors participated 

12 face to face sessions and 6 online 

sessions for 36 trainees (children & 
Youth) at Al-Harah Drama Club 

Online Training in Planning Artistic 

Projects, 17 young artists participated  

Online Training in “Storytelling” 

   in cooperation with the Palestinian  
storyteller Denis Asaad, 7 participants 

10 small grants to support the  

initiatives of 10 young artists  
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